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President’s Address at the Cedar 


Rapids Meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association, 
October, 1922 


By Mr. William F. Riley, former trustee, Des 
Moines Public Library 


I cannot forbear at the very outset 
voicing the regret that all of us feel 
that Mr. F. F. Dawley is not with us at 
this meeting. It was the privilege of 
some of us here present to be counted 
among his friends. Many of you know 
him for his interest in library work. 
All of us will remember him as one who 
in his quiet, thoughtful, effective way 
did more perhaps than any other lay- 
man in Iowa to promote the establish- 
ment of libraries and to obtain recogni- 
tion and support for those devoting 
their lives to its cause. He drafted the 
law creating the present Iowa Library 
Commission. He was always ready and 








ever willing to contribute of his time 
and effort to all phases of the work. 
And we share with his community his 
judicial district and his state a feeling 
of loss that one who was so loved and 
lovable is gone from us. 

It is fitting, too, at this time to men- 
tion another who for the first time in 
many, many years is absent. I refer 
to Mr. W. P. Payne, whose death 
occurred shortly after our meeting last 
fall. His devotion to the library in his 
own community furnishes a noble ex- 
ample to library trustees. The work 
was his avocation. His activities have 
enshrined him not only in the memory 
of his friends in Nevada, but as well in 
the hearts of those who have met him 
each year at the meetings of this asso- 
ciation. 

It is to the loyalty of men such as 
Judge Dawley and Mr. Payne that 
Iowa owes much of the progress that 
has been reeorded in library work in 
this state. And I use the term men in 
its collective sense. All over this state 
we have, in every community which 
supports an effective library system, 
men and women who as librarians and 
trustees have given their best efforts to 
provide library facilities for their 
townsmcn. It is to such that we must 
look if we are to have librarians and 
library trustees worthy of the trust 
reposed in them. 

And I am going to speak for a mo- 
ment of library trustees, if you will 
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permit. The trustee, of course, owes a 
two-fold duty—to the library as a unit, 
an entity, a going business concern; 
and to the public—that large or small 
group of his fellow citizens who have 
reposed confidence in him to apply their 
property faithfully and according to 
such confidence. And it is in his 
ability to correlate and interweave the 
performance of these obligations that 
the trustee proves whether he regards 
his appointment as a political plum or 
a public trust. And as he does that 
well or not, so may we learn whether 
his appointment has led him to earnest- 
ly and intelligently enter into the 
library work, or to condescendingly 
accept this slight, but fitting tribute to 
his admitted mental achievements. 

The library is, as some one has said, 
not a mere collection of books but ‘‘the 
sum of human knowledge and wisdom 
brought down to date.’’ The trustee’s 


real service to that library and to his 
public is not performed in the attention 
to and care of the mere collection of 
books, but rather is measured by his 


activities in putting this ‘‘sum of 
human knowledge and wisdom”’ within 
the easiest and most convenient reach 
of his fellow townsmen. 

It is to the board members surpris- 
ingly, and to the librarian, no doubt 
exasperatingly, easy for the board of 
trustees to come together in monthly 
session, dispense with the reading of 
the minutes of the previous meeting, 
allow the bills en bloc, refer the work 
to be done to the various committees 
with power to act, vote eagerly to ad- 
journ, and then return to their respec- 
tive homes or offices with the virtuous 
sense of having performed a public 
service for uncomprehending fellow 
citizens. 

The duties of a board are compara- 
tively easy to perform, but they require 
intelligent co-operation from every 
member. It is the board of directors 
- of a business wherein the librarian is 
general manager. Its members, as 


someone has said, are neither police. 
men nor spies. When it has outlined the — 
policies it then owes to its librarian . 
loyalty, sympathetic understanding and 
encouragement. It is easy not to at 
tend meetings. It is easy, too, even 
though one attends, to be merely phys 
ically present and to follow the lines of 
least resistance. It is this tendency to 
follow lines: of least resistance that 
causes the crooked cow path to become — 
the winding lane and eventually the 
tortuous country road. Fortunately 
today in Iowa we are straightening and — 
widening those ancient landmarks for 
purposes of economy and efficiency, 
The same motives should impel atten 
tion to duty on the part of a trustee. — 

The laws of Iowa invest the board 
with complete charge and control of the 
library property, with power to employ 
a librarian and staff and to have ex 
elusive control of expenditures. All 
other powers are incident to the three 
mentioned. It is too plain to require 
emphasis that the performance and 
execution of these powers intelligently 
is not a routine or ministerial duty. To 
the contrary, the proper exercise of 
them requires an intelligent attention 
and effort on the part of every board 
member. The trustee who does not 80 
believe, and who gives neither active 
attention and interest thereby disquali- 
fies himself, and in that event, or if 
believing, he does not act accordingly, 
he should retire and allow his place te 
be taken by one who will at least re 
frain from dragging his heels. It is my 
belief that the sacredness of our trust 
to the public obligates a board to make — 
plain to an indifferent trustee that his 
suecessor would be of more value to the 
library. 

Mention should be made of that most 
important activity of every board to 
secure an adequate appropriation from 
the city council. The board is created 
not alone to ‘spend, but to secure am 
appropriation. There is no closed sea- 
son on its activities in this respect. A 
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council ean be more intelligently and 
effectively interested in the work and 
needs of the library when the board is 
not seeking funds than when the coun- 
cil suspects that there is a tax request 
lurking in the offing. And a council 
that has been interested and informed 
as to the library’s problems will far 
more effectively and satisfactorily ap- 
propriate for its needs when the budget 
requests are submitted. Sell your li- 
brary proposition to the council. Make 
its members ‘‘ point with pride,’’ rather 
than ‘‘view with alarm’”’ the appropria- 
tion for the library. 

You who are librarians have as well 
this duty, though in a less direct sense. 
Educate your council. Induce _ the 
members of your board to help you do 
it. Let your council members learn to 
rely upon the library for information 
eoncerning the city’s and their own 
business. It can be done and is being 
done wherever you find a_ well 
equipped, adequately supported li- 
brary. 

But, you who are librarians have 
other and, in their potential results, far 
greater responsibilities. You are the 
general managers of this business to 
which I have referred. Upon you falls 
the burden of carrying out the policies 
formulated by your board and dictated 
by the needs of your community. And 
in that contact lies your opportunity 
for service. Your responsibility is 
great. But the very character of your 
work furnishes a means of méeting and 
discharging that high responsibility. 
There are some among you who recog- 
nize and appreciate the measure of that 
responsibility. To them I have but 
words of commendation for their high 
sense of public service. To the others 
I have recommendations. 

All of us recognize that the last 
decade has seen a re-adjustment of 
values. The period of the war—the 
period since the war has seen the public 
mind in a state of flux. World opinions 
and values have changed and are not 
yet stabilized. National opinions and 
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values are undergoing change and re- 
adjustment. It is so even of local 
opinions and values. Even in the realm 
of polities the old parties are in a state 
of flux. In recent elections in other 
states, in the impending election in this 
state, party lines seem to have disap- 
peared. Some ascribe it to discontent ; 
to others, ‘‘c’est la guerre.’’ Is it not 
that people are thinking individually 
rather than collectively? In any event, 
is it not that people are thinking? 

And therein lies the opportunity of the 
librarian. You may not alone aid pub- 
lie opinion—you may mould public 
opinion. After all, society is but a 
collection of individuals, and the well 
being of society is but the greatest good 
for the greatest number. Every indi- 
vidual in society is a potential power 
for good. And to the librarian, and to 
the teacher comes the greatest oppor- 
tunity to teach the individual to think 
constructively for the good of himself 
and his neighbor—and, hence, for the 
good of society. 

You know to what extent we are 
creatures of our prejudices. We pre- 
judge, either without facts or without 
sufficient facts to form a basis for our 
judgment. And prejudice is but an- 
other form of intolerance. Without 
question the half formed opinions and 
prejudices of others are the basis of our 
own prejudices. Can we not be taught 
to think for ourselves? The present 
political campaigns are an appeal to our 
prejudices, to our passions and to our 
hatreds. Congressional blocs are a con- 
crete expression and natural result of 
thinking in terms of local selfishness 
rather than national good. 

To a remarkable extent, it is in your 
power to direct the reading, and there- 
by the thinking of the child. It is a 
grave responsibility to assist in the 
development and training of a mind. 
Yet daily—and many times daily—you 
may so assist. It is true, too, of the 
adult. We want our people to be stim- 
ulated to think. You may furnish that 
stimulus. When a reader asks. for 
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bread, do not give him a stone. If he 
seeks the substance, do not give him a 
shadow. You who are in the small 
library study your reader. You will 
know him and his environment. Help 
him to improve himself and his neigh- 
bor. And, you in the larger library, 
select your assistants at the circulation 
desks with an eye to their intelligent 
appreciation of the needs of the reader. 

The librarian in the children’s de- 
partment can be a wonderfully creative 
force. She may appreciate and satisfy 
in the child’s life a demand, a craving 


that that child’s less fortunate parent, 


may never understand, or suspect. Let 
us join our forces and bend our efforts 
to make the child an individual, think- 
ing for himself, seeking for knowledge, 
and let us help him to make of himself 
a better member of his community, his 
state and his nation. 

If we do, there will be less intoler- 
anee, less prejudice, less of class or 
group hatreds and in their places good 
_will, understanding, better citizenship. 
It is a goal worthy of our greatest 
effort. When it is reached—yes, even 
approximated, the library will have 
performed a great publie service—to 
the reader, the community and the na- 
tion. Let us strive to that end. 


IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Cedar Rapids Meeting 


The thirty-second annual meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association was held 
at Cedar Rapids, October 23d to 25th. 


Mr. Riley, the President, was un- 
avoidably detained on the opening day 
and Miss Grace Shellenberger, Second 
Vice President, presided. The address 
of welcome was given by Mr. Luther A. 
Brewer, President of the Cedar Rapids 
Library Board, and response by Miss 
Mary E. McCoy of Indianola. After 
the reports of the officers and of the 
Secretary of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, Mrs. Cora Wilson Stewart of Ken- 
tucky, spoke on ‘‘The campaign 
against illiteracy.’’ 


She said in part ‘‘There are 20,68) 
adults in Iowa who are unable to read 
or write. This is more than in four 
teen other states, and they are not all 
foreign born. There are 8,275 of these 
native-born whites. a 

It is easy to eradicate illiteracy, first 
because illiterates are anxious to learn 
and second because they are easy to 
teach. They are men and women with 
life experiences and many of them are 
able to write their first letter after eight 
or ten evenings in school. The slogan of 
those interested in this question is ‘‘No 
illiterates in 1930.’’ Mrs. Stewart also 
outlined the ways in which libraries 
may help and in the conference whieh 
followed her talk answered questions 
as to methods of teaching illustrated 
from her own readers. The address 
was interesting, helpful and inspi 
and those present left the meeting 


a desire to make the library a part of 


this campaign. 

On Monday evening Edwin Ford 
Piper, poet, a member of the faculty of 
the English department of the State 
University of Iowa was introduced by 
Mr.-Johnson Brigham to the large audi- 
ence assembled in the auditorium of the 
public library. 

Mr. Piper’s theme was ‘‘Recent 
poetry,’’ ‘‘There are three faults,’’ he 
declared, ‘‘evident in the poetry of te 
day. It is often troubled with senti- 
mentalism, a fault of the poet who puts” 
down what he hopes is true as if it were 
the truth. Sensationalism is also one” 
of the frequent faults today. The poet 
tries to get the effect by beating the 
drum very loud. External prettiness 
or a tendency to over decorate is a 
other fault.’’ 

He then spoke of a group of moder 
poets who write with keen appreciation 
of all human nature, poetry sometimes” 
homely but with strong appeal of the 
genuine, of the frontier, the hom 
and the cattle country. He conel 
his talk with selections from his own 
book ‘‘Barbed Wire’’ and from other 
poets. 
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The address was followed by a social 
how, the librarians of Cedar Rapids 
being hostesses. 

On Tuesday morning the business 
meeting was held, the principal subject 
of discussion being a change in the 
membership dues to a sliding scale for 
library membership in cities of different 
sizes with a flat rate for individuals. 
As some doubt was expressed as to the 
legality of a library board using its 
tax funds for this purpose the subject 
was referred back to the committee for 
investigation. 

Report was received from the legisla 
tive committee and communications in 
regard to A. L. A. membership, book 
binding, the salaries of the staff of the 
Library Congress, etc. 

The president’s address*, omitted be- 
cause of his absence at the opening ses- 
sion was given here followed by an ad- 
dress on ‘‘County Libraries’’ by Mr. J. 
G. Mitchell of Des Moines, Attorney for 
the Iowa Farm Bureau. This will ap- 
pear in a future number of the Quarter- 
ly therefore no resumé is given here. 

After Mr. Mitchell’s address the fol- 
lowing resolution presented by Mr. C. 
W. Sumner of Sioux City, was 
adopted : 

‘Believing that the County Library 
affords the best possible plan of pro- 
viding the rural population of the state 
with adequate library service as has 
long been demonstrated in California 
and of more recent years in Indiana 
and other states—the Iowa Library As- 
sociation in the 32d annual convention 
now assembled, strongly endorses the 
movement for County Libraries in Iowa 
and a progressive up-to-date County 
Library Law in Iowa similar to such 
laws already in effect in Indiana, Ohio, 
California, Missouri, Kansas and South 
Dakota with mandatory provisions, if 
such provisions be practicable and the 
Iowa Library Association hereby in- 
vites and seeks the active aid and sup- 
port of the Iowa Farm Bureau and 
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*Printed elsewhere in this number. 





other interested organizations of the 
state in its efforts to secure through its 
Legislative Committee modifications in 
the Iowa law at the next meeting of the 
Legislature.’’ 

Tuesday afternoon was devoted to 
Round Tables at which the problems of 
the different groups were discussed. 
Accounts of these follow. 

At 4:15 an address was given by Dr. 
Herbert Martin, of Drake University, 
Des Moines, on ‘‘The Child Mind.’’ He 
said in part ‘‘A child’s act is good or 
bad according to the child’s intentions 
and not according to the act itself. 
The child’s point of view is based on no 
abstract or theoretical knowledge. This 
he develops later on. He sees things 
only in their conerete relationship. 
Therefore he makes mistakes of judg- 
ment.”’ 

Tuesday evening three one-act plays 
were given by Coe College Players in 
the Little Theater of Coe College, being 
‘The Honorable Togo,’’ ‘‘ Mrs. Pat and 
the law’’ and ‘‘The Madonna.’’ 

This entertainment was much ap- 
preciated as it was not only enjoyable 
but served as an example to the li- 
brarians of what might be done in the 
way of little theater productions. 

At the closing session on Wednesday 
morning Mr. Irving B. Richman of 
Muscatine, member of the library board 
there and author of many historica! 
works gave a very helpful and interest- 
ing address on ‘‘The Newer treat- 
ment of history’? naming as examples 
Wells’ ‘‘Outline of History,’’ Van 
Loon’s ‘‘Story of Mankind’’ and 
**Chronicles of America’’ and other 
recent works. This talk was greatly 
enjoyed by the librarians present. 

Book talks followed, fiction being 
treated by Miss Mary Egan of Clinton, 
and Miss Lydia Barrette of Mason City, 
Juvenile books by Miss Linn Jones of 
Des Moines, who also gave a list of 
**Don’ts.’’ 
graphy Miss Edna Giesler of Des 
Moines, spoke briefly of ‘‘The Dingbat 
of Aready’’ by Wilkinson, Miss Grace 
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Murphy of Davenport, on ‘‘Tramping 
with a poet in the Rockies,’’ Miss Mae 
C. Anders of Des Moines on ‘‘The 
chronicles of Chicora’’ by Pringle 
and Miss Grace D. Rose on ‘‘Here, 
there and everywhere,’’ by Hamilton. 
Lists covering the different groups of 
books were distributed. 

In order to promote sociability the 
Secretary of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion proposed as a slogan for the meet- 
ing ‘‘Who’ll Speak First’’ offering a 
prize to the person who should speak 
to the largest number of strangers. 
Throughout the meeting much curiosity 
was expressed as to the method of 
determining the winner, but all present 
felt that the award of a beautiful bou- 
quet of flowers to Miss Hagey and the 
stuff of the Cedar Rapids Library was 
well made. 

Wednesday afternoon was devoted to 
an automobile ride, a visit to the 
Quaker Oats establishment and the 
Masonic Library and a Tea given by the 
staff of the Cedar Rapids Library. 

The staffs of the Cedar Rapids li- 
braries including the public library, the 
Masonie library, and Coe College li- 
brary were untiring in their efforts to 
promote the enjoyment and conven- 
ience of their guests and all present 
were very grateful for the excellent 
care and entertainment afforded them. 
Although the attendance was not as 
large as at some meetings due to the 
location as well as other reasons the 
number present was 129 librarians, 18 
trustees, and 13 visitors making a total 
of 150 present. 

One of the pleasant features of the 
meeting was the presence of Mr. For- 
rest B. Spaulding who was in charge 
of the Gaylord exhibit. 

Invitations for the next meeting were 
received from Burlington, Council 
Bluffs, Davenport, Fort Dodge and 
Mason City. The decision was left with 
the Executive Board. The officers for 
the coming year are: 

President—Miss Grace Shellenberger, 
Davenport. 


Ist Vice-President—Mrs. H. W, 
Spaulding, Grinnell. 

2d Vice-President—Miss E. Joanna 
Hagey, Cedar Rapids. 

Secretary—Miss Ruth Gibbons 
Cherokee. 

Treasurer—Miss Mae C. Anders, Des 
Moines. 

Registrar — Mrs. 
Grundy Center. 

Member of Certification Board—Migg 
Charlotte Crosley, Webster City. 

A list of those in attendance follows: 


Abernethy, Clara L., ref In, Lib Com, Deg 
Moines. 

Allen, Annie P., asst, P. L., Mason City, 

Anders, Mrs. Florence G., In, P. L., Iowa 
Falls. 

Anders, Mae C., asst, P. L., Des Moines. 

Arie, Janet, asst, Coe College L., Cedar 
Rapids. 

Ausbury, Golda, asst, P. L., Waterloo. 

Baldwin, Laota, asst, P. L., Newton. 

Barrette, Lydia M., In, P. L., Mason City, 

Betz, Mrs. E. A., In, P. L., Parkersburg. 

Birk, Maye, In, P. L., Anamosa, 

Brace, Maria C., In, P. L., Waterloo. 

Bray, Evelyn S., In, Stewart L., Grinnell. 

Brazie, Mrs. Minnie, In, P. L., Harlan. 

Brigham, Johnson, In, ‘State L., Des 
Moines. 

Buffum, Mary S., asst, I. S. T. C. L., Cedar 
Falls. 

Carter, Dora F., In, Upper Ia. U., Fayette. 

Clark, Gertrude M., asst, P. L., Cedar 
Rapids. 

Clark, May M., In, P. L., Dubuque. 

Converse, Abbie J., In, P. L., Cresco. 

Cooke, Edith, asst, P. L., Burlington. 

Correy, Mrs. E. H., asst, P. L., Cedar 
Rapids. 

Crocker, Mrs. Orel M., In, P. L., Sigourney. 

Crosley, Charlotte E., asst, Kendall Young 
L., Webster City. 

Davis, Thelma B., In, P. L., Reinbeck. 

Denny, Eva-G., In, P. L., Washingion. 

Ditch, May B., In, P. L., Ottumwa. 

Dondore, Josephine, asst, P. L., lowa City. 

Easter, Mrs. Georgia, asst, P. L., Des 
Moines. 

Egan, Mary A., In, P. L., Clinton. 

Evan, Hazel, asst, I. S. T. C. L., Cedar 
Falls. 

Fairbanks, May L., In, Cornell College, 
Mt. Vernon. 


Ww. 


Fordyce, Mrs. Emma J., In, H. S., Cedat 


Rapids. 
Freed, Kittie B., In, P. L., Ames. 
Geisler, Edna, asst, P. L., Des Moines. 
Graham, Maude, asst, P. L., Des Moine® 
Gramesly, Margaret, org, Lib Com, De 
Moines. 
Gray, Rena, In, P. L., Osage. 
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Hackett, Blanche, In, P. L., Lake City. 

Hagerty, Mrs. Naomi, asst, Ia. Masonic 
L, Cedar Rapids. 

Hagey, E. Joanna, In, P. L., Cedar Rapids. 

Halden, Mrs. W. R., ln, P. L., Grundy Cen- 
ter. 

Hale, Florence L., asst, P. L., Anamosa. 

Haley, Gertrude C., asst, P. L., Fort Dodge. 

Hanson, Grace, In, P. L., Odebolt. 

Harlow, Mrs. Velma, In, P. L., Toledo. 

Haskin, Lena U, asst, P. L., Keokuk. 

Heins, Dorothea, In, T. L., Des Moines. 

Hesser, Rebecca, In, P. L.,- Fort Madison. 

Hinkle, Mary H., In, P. L., Bloomfield. 

Hoffman, Ruth, asst, P. L., Sioux City. 

Hopper, Isabella C., In, P. L., Fort Dodge. 

Hopper, Nellie, in, P. L., Jefferson. 

Howe, Ruth, asst, P. L., Cedar Rapids. 

Huffman, Lenna M., In, P. L., Marion. 

Hughes, Harriett, asst, Ia. Masonic L., 
Cedar Rapids. 

Hutton, Hilah, asst, P. L., Monticello. 

Hunt, May, In, Penn College, Oskaloosa. 

Hutchinson, Ida, asst, P. L., Muscatine. 

Isham, Ruth H., asst, Kendall Young L., 
Websten City. 

Jacobson, Karl T., In, Luther College, De- 
corah. 

Jay, M. Berdena, In, P. L., Shenandoah. 

Jewell, Katherine, In, P. L., Decorah. 

Johnson, Bessie M., asst, I. S. T. C. L., 
Cedar Falls. 

Jones, Jennie M., In, P. L., Waukon. 

Jones, Linn, asst, P. L., Des Moines. 

Kirk, Alice, In Parson’s College, Fairfield. 

Kirk, Emma L., In, P. L., Fairfield. 

Klove, Nan Denman, In, P. L., Sac City. 


Kussart, Mrs. Bird, In, P. L., Eddyville. 
Law, Ainslee, In, P. L., Traer. 

Lee, Mary B., ln. P. L., Oskaloosa. 
Leech, Mabel, In. P. L., West Branch. 
Leighton, Mrs. C. H., In, P. L., Stuart. 


Leonard, Mrs. Ida R., In, P. L. Chariton. 

Lewis, Alice L., In, P. L., Nevada. 

Lindsay, Margaret, In, P. L.. Manchester. 

McCoy, Mary E., In, P. L., Indianola. 

Macomber, Elsie, In. P. L., Hawarden. 

McKibben, Mrs. Florence, In, Ia. Wesleyan 
College, Mt. Pleasant. 

Mansfield, Justine, asst, P. L., Sioux City. 

Metcalf, Helen G., asst, P. L., Waterloo. 

Meyers, Grace E., In, P. L., Denison. 

Miller, Mrs. Ada, asst, P. L., Des Moines. 

Moffatt, Bessie, In, P. L., Boone. 

Morse, Helen M., in, P. L., Maquoketa. 

Muller, Alma asst, P. L., Ottumwa. 

Munroe, Mary E., asst, P. L., Muscatine. 

Murphy, Grace C., asst, P. L., Davenport. 

Needham, Franke G., asst, Ia. Masonic L., 
Cedar Rapids. 

Nelson, Mrs. Gertrude, In, P. L., Audubon. 

Page, Eva M., in, Des Moines Univ., Des 
Moines. 

Parvin, N. R., In, Ia. Masonic L., Cedar 
Rapids. 

Patton, Gypsie, In, P. L., Newton. 

Peterson, Lucile, In, P. L., Estherville. 


Pinney, Nellie f., In, P. L., Humboldt. 
Pritchett, Betty H., In, Coe College, Cedar 
Rapids. 
Rhynsburger, Cornelia, asst, P. L., Musca- 
tine. 
Riddile, Idelle, In. P. L., Corning. 
Robinson, Julia A., Sec’y Lib Com, Des 
Moines. 
Robinson, Sarita, asst, P. L., Sioux City. 
Rose, Grace D., In, P. L., Des Moines. 
Rosemond, Mary M., leg ref In, State L., 
Des Moines. 
Rulon, Elva E., asst, S. U. I. L., Iowa City. 
Saxton, Elsie F., In, P. L., DeWitt. 
Shellenberger, Grace, In, P. L., Davenport. 
Sheridan, Gertrude, In, P. L., Algona. 
Stanton, Cecile J., asst, P. L., Waterloo. 
Stover, Bessie Z., asst, S. U. lL L.. lowa 
City. 
Stubberfield, Gail, asst, P. L., Davenport. 
Sumner, C. W., In,.P. L., Sioux City. 
Switzer, Grace &., In, P. L., Council Bluffs. 
Taylor, Helen M., asst, P. L., Mason City. 
Taylor, Ruby, asst, P. L., Cedar Rapids. 
Tidrick, Mrs. Luella, In, P. L., Mount Ayr. 
True, Belle H., In, P. L., Woodbine. 
Walpole, Elizabeth, In, P. L., Storm Lake. 
Walters, Mayme G., In, P. L., Tipton. 
Ware, Carolyn E., ‘In, P. L., lowa City. 
Weller, Ella, In, P. L., Wellman. 
Welsh, Marie, asst, P. L., Clinton. 
Whitcomb, Metta M., asst, P. L., Marion. 
Wieder, Callie, In, P. L., Marshalltown. 
Williams, Elizabeth, In, P. L., Vinton. 
Wilson, Fannie R., In, P. L., Eldora. 
Wolfe, Frances, usst, P. L., Cedar Rapids. 
Woods, Mrs. H. C., In, P. L., Tama. 
Womer, Grace, act In, S. U. I., Iowa City. 
Wyman, Mignon, asst., P. L., Dubuque. 


'LRUSTEES 
Barkley, Mrs. A. J., Pres, P. L., Boone. 
Brewer, Luther A., Pres, P. L., Cedar 
Rapids. 
Craig, John E., Pres, P. L., Keokuk. 
Ewers, Mrs. N. M., P. L., Independence. 
Fleming, John J., Pres, P. L., Burlington. 
Glines, Mrs. A. E., P. J., Reinbeck. 
Heninger, Mrs. Chas. C., P. L., Sigourney. 
Herman, Emma, P. L., Boone. 
Jayne, Mrs. Henry, P. L., Muscatine. 
Pine, L. H., Pres, P. L., Atlantic. 
Price, Mrs. A. M., P. L., DeWitt. 
Reilley, Delia R., Sec, P. L., DeWitt. 
Riley, W. F., Des Moines. 
Richman, Irving B., P. L., Muscatine. 
Scheade, Mrs. C., P. L., Maquoketa. 
Schipfer, Mrs. Eugene, P. L., Sigourney. 
Spaulding, Mrs. H. W., Stewart L., Grin- 
nell. 
Stockman, Mrs. D. T., P. L., Sigourney. 


VISITORS 
Brown, Sara, Reinbeck. 
Butler, Agnes, Grundy Center. 
Hackett, Annie J., Dubuque. 
Hertzberg, Ernest, Des Moines. 
Hertzberg, G. 8., Des Moines. 
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Holbrook, Royal, Cedar Rapids. 

Holbrook, Mrs. Royal, Cedar Rapids. 

Klemme, Mrs. H. F., Cedar Rapids. 

Mamillan Co. (Mr. Hilts). 

Mitchell, Mrs. G. L., Maquoketa. 

Naumann, Martha, Corwith. 

Spaulding, Forrest B. (Gaylord Bros.) 
Syracuse. 

Stewart, Mrs. Cora W., Frankfort, Ky. 

Waffle, O. G., Marion. 


ROUND TABLES 
Trustees 


The Round Table for library trustees 
was held on Wednesday forenoon at 
the state meeting at Cedar Rapids. 
Mrs. H. W. Spaulding of Grinnell, acted 
as leader and when she was obliged to 
leave Mrs. A. J. Barkley of Boone, took 
her place. 

The first question which came up for 
discussion was that of holding a Li- 
brary Trustees’ Conference at the State 
Fair. This was done for two years but 
omitted this year, the executive board 
of the I. L. A. fearing that it might 
interfere with the attendance at the 
state meeting. The trustees present 
expressed their opinion on the subject 
and the following resolution was 
adopted: ‘‘That the library trustees 
hold a eonference at Des Moines at the 
time of the State Fair in 1923 ana cnat 
Miss Robinson be asked to select a com- 
mittee to arrange for the program and 
the meeting.”’ 

Various other questions as to the 
trustees’ part and that of the librarian 
in discipline in the library, use of li- 
brary rooms for other purposes, and 
other questions were informally taken 
up and discussed. The following li- 
braries were represented: Grinnell, 
Boone, Atlanic, Keokuk, Fort Madison, 
Reinbeck, Muscatine, Maquoketa and 
Sigourney. The latter had the largest 
delegation, having three trustees in at- 
tendance at the meeting. 

Reported by Mrs. D. T. Stockman. 

Librarians 

The Librarian’s Round Table was 
unusually well attended. The topies 
discussed were as follows: 

‘*Does a clipping file pay for the time 


it takes to make and weed it’’ which — 
was led by Miss Hopper of Ft. Dodge, 
It seemed to be the consensus of opinion 
that it not only pays over and over for 
the time it takes but the majority of the 
librarians consider it of invaluable 
assistance in reference work and could 
not think of dispensing. with it. A 
number of librarians told of their 
methods of keeping this file. 

‘‘Should a small library attempt to 
have a children’s department.’’ This 
discussion was led by Miss Emma L, 
Kirk of Fairfield. Most small libraries 
do not have a distinct children’s de- 
partment as the staff is not large 
enough to take care of one. This being 
the case various means were suggested 
of attracting the children to the library 
and securing the best possible results 
for the children’s collection. These 
efforts being quite personal ‘are much 
appreciated by children and parents 
and bring the librarian of a small 
library immediate satisfaction as well 
as visible results. 

The discussion ‘‘Service versus 
Books’’ was led by Miss Gertrude 
Sheridan of Algona. Library boards 
are apt to feel that salary raises can- 
not be made because it would lower 
the amount spent for books. Where a 
library has very little for books shall 
it close its doors, cut the librarian’s 
salary, or give service as far as it can? 
The question of the closed door seemed 
rather startling and the opinion was 
unanimous that a library should not 
close its de rs as long as it had any 
patronage. One librarian said that as 
long as one person came to the library 
she felt the doors should be open. Sug- 
gestions whereby even with a small 
book budget the patrons might be satis- 
fied were offered and the pay shelf 
seemed the best solution, especially in 
the case of non-fiction where the books 
are so expensive as to make them pro- 
hibitive. 

Other subjects informally discussed 
were ‘‘In buying books how are we to 
distinguish between the objectionable 
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and the non-objectionable when the re- 
views are so misleading.’’ and ‘* Meth- 
ods to be used to secure county library 
tax.’’ Mary B. Lee, Leader. 
Children’s Librarians 

About eighteen people were in at- 
tendance’ at the Children’s Round 
Table, but as only five of those present 
were children’s librarians, the general 
discussions were necessarily somewhat 
limited. 

The program was made up in re- 
sponse to the requests received from a 
number of children’s librarians in the 
state, who want help in some of their 
problems. 

By far the greater number of re- 
quests were for information along the 
line of school work, and covered the 
whole field of the work, from the actual 
organization to the mechanical means 
of carrying it on. In view of this, more 
time was devoted to this than to any 
other subject. 

Miss Florence Tate of Waterloo, had 
been asked to give a talk on school 
work as it is earried on by that library. 


She was unable to be present but sent 


a most interestingly written account 
which contained many suggestions. The 
reading of Miss Tate’s paper opened a 
discussion in which the different meth- 
ods of procedure in different localities 
were brought out. Definite. conclu- 
sions, however, were impossible as plans 
which have worked successfully in one 
community have failed in another. 

Following the diseussion on school 
work Miss Ruth Hughes of the Cedar 
Rapids Library gave an interesting talk 
on Club Work and its possibilities for 
older boys and girls. It was suggested 
as a means of holding their interest at 
an age when they begin to grow away 
from the ehildren’s room. 

Plans for Children’s Book Week were 
spoken of next. Miss Linn Jones of 
Des Moines, told of the original plan 
that was to be carried out there, but 
for the most part the libraries seemed 
to be doing nothing out of the ordinary 
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this year. Book exhibits, talks to clubs, 
and advertising through the moving 
pictures were the plans most generally 
in use. 

As the time allowed for the round 
tables was so short, this concluded the 
formal part of the program. There was 
of course the usual comparing of notes 
and asking of questions which always 
occurs when people interested in the 
same subject get together. ‘‘How 
many books do you allow each bor- 
rower?’’ ‘‘What charging system do 
you use?’’ ‘‘Do you charge fines?’’ 
and ‘‘How do you restrict the younger 
children?’’ are examples of the ques- 
tions asked. These questions are no 
small part of the value of a meeting for 
many helpful suggestions are received 
in this way. 

It is to be hoped that more of the 
children’s workers in the state will be 
able to attend another year so that 
questions of interest may be more fully 
discussed. Ruth Hoffman, Leader. 


School and College 


Nineteen librarians, most of them 
from college libraries, attended the 
Round Table for School and College 
Librarians which was in charge of Miss 
Betty Pritchett, librarian of Coe Col- 
lege. 

The first topic diseussed was the in- 
struction of students in the use of the 
library, introduced by Miss Carter, li- 
brarian of Upper Iowa University. The 
librarians were agreed that systematic 
instruction should be given to Fresh- 
men. Several of the colleges give such 
courses through co-operation with Eng- 
lish departments. Freshman English 
being a required subject, the librarian 
meets each section for one or more lee. 
tures, giving a problem in the use of 
the library to be worked out by the 
student and handed in. If the li- 
brarian looks over the papers and later 
has a conference with students who con- 
spicuously fail the results are good, 
though it takes much time. 

Several of the librarians spoke of 
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having had appeals from former stu- 
dents for help in taking care of high 
school libraries. It was suggested that 
a semester course in library work, open 
to Juniors and Seniors would fill a need 
on the part of students who might later 
be asked to act as librarians of high 
schools in connection with their other 
work. Mention was made of the help 
such librarians could receive from the 
Library Commission and of the book on 
School Library Management by Martha 
Wilson. 

Mutilation and theft in libraries was 
the next topic and Miss Wormer, of the 
State University Library, read the very 
severe penalties imposed upon such 
offenders at the State University. The 
difficulty in apprehending the offenders 
was apparent to everyone and all felt 
that the most that could be done was to 
preach the gospel of regard for books 
and to punish offenders when detected. 

Reserve books was the next subject 
discussed. It seemed to be the common 
experience that librarians were incon- 
venienced by having teachers tardy 
about handing in lists of books to go on 
reserve. Often a book is taken out of 
the library by a student in the class 
before being put on reserve. Mrs. Page 
of Des Moines University, said she had 
found it helpful to have printed blanks 
given to the faculty for listing reserve 
books. 

Most of the libraries have special 
shelves for reserve books but Mr. 
Jacobson of Luther College, shelves 
them in the stacks at the beginning of 
each section. A printed slip is pasted 
on the cover of the book calling atten- 
tion to the fact that it is a reserve book 
and giving rules for such books. 
Penalties for non-return of reserve 
books vary from five to fifteen cents an 
hour in different libraries. 

It had Been planned to give some 
time to the discussion of the qualifica- 
tions and ranking of school librarians 
but this topic was omitted because so 
few school librarians were present. 

Although the time for these discus- 
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sions was too short we all felt that it 
had been profitable to come together 
and discuss our common problems, 
Those college librarians who remained 
until Wednesday afternoon had a de- 
lightful luncheon Wednesday at ‘the 
Blue Willow Tea Room, where there 
was further discussion and an oppor- 
tunity to become better acquainted. 

Reported by Miss Betty Pritchett, 
Librarian, Coe College. 


Assistants 
At the request of a number of library 
assistants in attendance at the meeting, 
4 Round Table for Assistants was held, 
Miss Annie Allen of Mason City, acting 
as leader. No program having been 
arranged the meeting was very infor- 
mal in group discussion of various sub- 
jects of interest, which were very help- 

ful. ——— 


Greetings From a Former Worker 
Los Angeles, California, 
October 18, 1922. 
Dear Miss Robinson: 
I have just this minute finished read- 
ing the Iowa Library Quarterly, whieh 


came in the morning mail, and have | 


come to my desk to tell you how much 
I have enjoyed reading it. Such happy 
memories it called up of other days, 


filled with intense interest and activi-_ 


ties, but I was indeed saddened by the 
word of Mr. Dawley’s death. What 
a fitting and beautiful tribute to him 
from Mr. Brigham. 

I read everything and wish I could 
attend the State Meeting. I suppose 
there would be only a few familiar 
faces now. But I love the organization 
as my roots go very -deep into every 
phase of library activity in Iowa, im 
which I was deeply privileged to have 
a share, and from which there ‘flowed 
to me the sap of inspiration and joy 


of association. All good wishes for_ 
this meeting. I went to my first there — 
when Mrs. C. D. Van Vechten was — 
helping lay the foundations of the — 


future progress of library affairs Mm 
the state. My chief regret is that 
Lucas County did not get the county 
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system started. I wish I could go 
back and do it. I tried, but not hard 
enough, as I see now. With all good 
wishes, Sincerely, 

Margaret W. Brown. 


A Ballad of Mis-Bought Books 

‘ By Martha Hart 

My life is full of gallant books, 
Fair books of every kind ;— 

They smile from all my gayest nooks 
To cheer me, heart and mind. 

But lest my careless brain forgets 
The lessons Time hath taught, 

I'll sing about THE AWFUL SETS 
I WISH I HADN’T BOUGHT! 


A curse upon the fatal days 
I let those agents in! 

(Tis true the Woman always Pays 
For every stupid sin!) 

Now when I view that shiny row, 
I marvel, ‘‘Who’d ’a’ thought 

That fresh young guys could fool me so? 
JUST SEE THAT JUNK I 

BOUGHT!”’ 


They give me ‘‘Facts for Every Day,’ 
And ‘‘How to Hypnotize !”’ 

They tell me what to do and say 
If I’d be truly wise. 

They teach me How to Train my Child, 
And How to Guard his Thought! 

(Oh, dear, they almost set me wild,— 
Those awful books I’ve bought!) 


Ah, well,—I'll keep them on the shelf 
Till I have grown so old 

That I shall really KNOW MYSELF, 
And agents leave me cold! 

And meanwhile let me not forget, 
Nor evermore be caught 

With any further shiny set 
I’LL WISH I HADN’T BOUGHT! 
Book Page, Sunday Register, Decem- 

ber 3, 1922. 
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Itinerant Mender Again 
The suggestion of such a helper for 


the libraries at the spring district 
meetings was made in good faith and 
with the expectation that she would 
be available to libraries wishing her 
services long ago. The Hertzberg 


Bindery very kindly offered to train 
someone for the work, and did so, but 
just as this completed and the per- 
son ready to start out, he disappeared. 

We are happy to be able to announce 
that Miss Helen Brockman of Cedar 
Rapids, is now in training and will be 
ready for work soon after the New 
Year. She is a woman with business 
experience, and we feel sure her work 
will be very satisfactory. 

As already stated, we believe that 
the employment of a trained and skill- 
ful mender by the libraries will be 
found to be a matter of economy, and 
we trust that it will have a trial by 
many. The work will be better done, 
the day of binding will be postponed, 
the books will be kept from circulation 
a shorter period than when obliged to 
wait for a busy librarian to give them 
attention, and the physical condition 
of the books and the appearance of the 
library will be improved, to say noth- 
ing of the time of the librarian saved 
for other work. 

The terms will probably be at the 
rate of $35.00 per week, to be prorated 
for the part of a week spent in the 
work, the mender to furnish her own 
materials. 

The Library Commission assumes 
responsibility for the work of no one 
not recommended by the commission. 


Chronicles of America 

Librarians in attendance at the state 
meeting had their attention specially 
called to this series by Mr. Richman. A 
description and list of volumes ap- 
pears on page 14 of the October num- 
ber of the Booklist. 

This set would be a valuable addition 
to any library, but unfortunately, to 
many the price of $135 for the fifty 
volumes is prohibitive. It is also im- 
possible to buy separate volumes unless 
a full set is first purchased. 

To enable libraries which cannot 
afford the full set to secure the most 
usable volumes, the Library Commis- 
sion having bought a full set, will buy 
for the libraries such volumes as are 
desired. 
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Children’s Book Week 

The interest in Children’s Book Week 
this year in Iowa by libraries, women’s 
clubs and other organizations has been 
gratifying. We wish that space per- 
mitted the publication of reports of the 
observance in many places, but it does 
not and all we can do is to give a sum- 
mary and a few extracts from reports. 
These are from letters coming to the 
commission office. What was done in 
many other places we do not know as 
the newspaper notices often contained 
no details. 

One hundred and fifty newspaper 
clippings came to the commission office 
through the clipping service, covering 
fifty-five public and six association li- 
braries and the State Teacher’s College. 
The largest number from one town was 
Cedar Rapids. The largest amount of 
space was given by the Dubuque Tele- 
graph-Herald which devoted an entire 
page to the subject with book lists, 
articles on children’s reading, appro- 
priate poems and other articles. 
Several papers published editorials—all 
of which we hope may tend both to in- 
erease the number of readers among 
the children and the purchase of better 
books in the home. 

Thirty libraries received help from 
the commission in the way of book 
lists for distribution, books and posters 
for display and material for newspaper 
use and talks before clubs, ete. 

Altogether it would appear that 
about seventy libraries in the state have 
given special attention to the subject 
of children’s reading during the past 
few weeks. 

A few extracts from reports coming 
to the commission office follow: 
Brooklyn (Association Library) popu- 

lation 1,533. 

‘“‘The school grades made posters 
and six stores dressed their windows 
appropriate to the week. The Rexall 
featured children’s magazines and 
had a splendid display. The furni- 
ture store had a Home Library with 
several posters, a bookease, reading 


table, ete. Another window which 
was dressed as a public library, had a 
table with doll as librarian, posters and 
signs and a few children’s books. The 
hardware store had a large poster of 
Abraham Lineoln when a boy reading 
before the fireplace in which there 
were hickory logs. Another store had 
a poster on ‘‘Clean books’’ with soap, 
wash cloths, towels, ete. Others had 
juvenile books or posters, only. The 
movie man ran the slogan ‘‘ Happy is 
the child with books.’’ Upon checking 
up it was found that he had run dur- 
ing the year thirty-one of the forty- 
seven good books listed in the paper. 
More books have been taken from. the 
library as a result of this week's ad- 
vertising.”’ 
Gertrude Newkirk, Librarian. 

Forest City, population 2,145. 

‘*For three weeks prior to November 
12th, our newspapers published articles 
relating to Book Week. Book store 
windows displayed children’s books 
and appropriate posters. On Sunday 
November 12th each minister addressed 
his Sunday School for five minutes on 
the subject ‘Reading a good home oe- 
cupation for Sunday.’ 

The public library was decorated 
with posters, mottoes and plants and 
bookmarks appropriate to the week 
were given out in each book. 

Tuesday afternoon, the librarian had 
charge of the program in the women’s 
club and chose for her subject ‘The 
value of good reading.’ This was 
treated from a parent’s, a teacher’s, a 
minister’s and a librarian’s point of 
view. 

The week was also observed in our 
Waldorf College, the president giving 
a talk on the subject one morning in 
the chapel. All the grade teachers 


stressed the reading of good books and’. 


lists were given out to the pupils. The 
librarian visited and spoke to the pupils 
in all the grades from the third to the 
eighth and listened to their programs 
which varied in the different grades 
but all on the subject of reading. The 
week was also observed in the high 
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school and many lists were distributed 
there as well as to the mothers at the 
club meetings. We feel that Forest 
City spent a successful book week and 
we expect rich results therefrom.”’ 

Mrs. A. V. Erricson, Librarian. 
lowa Falls: | 

‘*We had 100 new books for the chil- 
dren, some beautiful editions, all at- 
tractive. We had a program each eve- 
ning with story telling and book talks. 
The number of children increased each 
evening, from sixty on Monday eve- 
ning to 150 on Friday. Thursday eve- 
ning we had the scouts and camp fire 
girls with book talks by the three men 
interested. Friday evening we had 
story telling and a display of posters 
brought from Germany illustrating the 
fairy tales, also some of Jessie Wilcox 
Smith pictures. I think on the whole 
the week was quite successful and re- 
sults so far have been very good, but 
of course new books bring children.’’ 

Mrs. F. G. Anders, Librarian. 
Storm Lake: 

Among other things done, each 
teacher announced in her room the ob- 
ject of the week and encouraged all 
pupils who did not use the library to do 
so. One teacher brought her entire 
room to the library that they might 
select the books they wanted Santa 
Claus to bring them and to study illus- 
trations. A primary teacher took home 
blank borrowers cards and sent one to 
each home of her pupils with a little 
note suggesting that the pupil be 
allowed to have a library card. I feel 
that we increased our enrollment more 
than we otherwise would have done as 
there were three or four in most rooms 


who were not using the library. Our. 


circulation has also increased to some 
Elizabeth Walpole, Librarian. 
Mason City: 

‘‘Are other libraries reporting that 
the interest in good books from Book 
Week is holding over a litte better this 
year than heretofore? Our book store 
man had an exhibit of books and a 
member of our staff was at the book 


125 





store every afternoon to talk books and 
answer questions about them. You 
may be interested in the rather intelli- 
gent co-operation we had from one of 
the picture houses. I am enclosing 
bookmarks he printed and distributed 
as part of the campaign’’ (Advertising 
Book Week and a book film.) Our 
schools put on excellent programs 
which is certainly far reaching. Some 
of the children had their writing lesson 
in the form of an invitation to parents 
to see the exhibit at the book store and 
to ask for help in book selection at the 
public library. These they took home 
and we believe they brought some 
direct results.’’ 
Lydia Barrette, Librarian. 

Nashua: 

‘‘T have tried a new plan this year 
which I hope will give our people an 
opportunity to purchase a few better 
children’s books than the book dealers 
have carried before. I made out a list 
of books largely selected from the lists 
the commission has sent out and made 
an agreement with the book dealer to 
take all that he had not sold after 
Christmas if he would make a display 
of the books in his store. Of course, I 
only listed what I felt we should be 
wishing to purchase for the library in 
the near future.’’ 

Fannie V. Eastman, Librarian. 





Society of the Iowa Summer Library 


School 


The annual reunion and business 
meeting of the graduates lowa Summer 
Library School was held on Wednesday 
during the Cedar Rapids meeting, tak- 
ing the form of a luncheon at the Mon- 
trose. Miss Kittie B. Freed presided. 
Reports were received from the officers 
and greetings sent to Miss Tyler, Miss 
Watis and Miss Roberts. 

‘tthe following officers were elected 
for the coming year: President, Miss 
Eva M. Denny, Washington; Vice- 
President, Miss Blanche Hackett, Lake 
City; Seeretary-Treasurer, Miss Grace 
Murphy, Davenport. 














Library Section, State Teachers’ 
Association 


A joint session of the Library and’ 


the Secondary Education Sections was 
held on Thursday afternoon, during 
the meeting of the State Teachers’ As- 
sociation, at which Miss Alice Story, 
Librarian of North High School, Des 
Moines, presented a paper on ‘‘Stand- 
ardized High School Libraries.’’ 

On Friday afternoon, a meeting of 
the Library Section was held in the 
Auditorium of the Des Moines Public 
Library, Prof. C. C. Swain, of the State 
Teachers College presiding. 

Mrs. Burns of the Park Ave. School, 
Mr. Cornell of Amos Hiatt Junior High, 
both of Des Moines, and Miss Grace 
Shellenberger of Davenport, spoke on 
various phases of school libraries and 
children’s reading, through the schools. 

Miss Ethel Hedenbergh, librarian of 
the High School of Sioux City, was 
elected president for the coming year, 
and Miss Julia A. Robinson, secretary. 
The attendance was small but the inter- 
est good, and with the increasing num- 
ber of school librarians in the state, this 
section should grow in interest and at- 
tendance. 


Library Legislation 

The Iowa Legislative Committee of 
Iowa Library Association which did 
such faithful service two years ago has 
been reappointed with Mr. Riley as 
chairman and the appointment of Mr. 
C. V. Findlay of Fort Dodge, to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of Mr. 
Dawley. : 

A letter will soon go to the librarians 
of the state from the President of the 
Iowa Library Association suggesting an 
interview on the part of the librarian 
or some influential member of the 
library board with their legislators 
before their coming to Des Moines. 

The libraries will be kept informed 
by the committee as to library legisla- 
tion to be introduced and the assistance 
which they can give. -The most impor- 
tant of the bills will be the changes 


needed in the county library law, also 
the change in time of the annual report 
from the libraries to the Library Com- 
mission. 


Reading Contests Again 
My unusual circulation of last year 
has fallen off, and for some reason we 
shall not make as good a record this 
year. The psychology of the circula- 
tion of books, I have not yet mastered. 
Am I guilty of a heresy if I venture to 
express a doubt concerning the wisdom 
of all (not all, but a part of) our chil- 
dren’s reading contests, ete.? As I 
watch the after effects in my own work, 
I believe the children are in danger of 
losing their real love of books and 
have the feeling of having been un- 
duly urged. I think the book reviews 
required in our schools do more to 
cause children to detest books than any 
one thing I know. 
Fannie V. Eastman, Librarian, 
Nashua Publie Library. 


Change of Name 

Miss Metcalf, reference librarian of 
the Waterloo Public Library, reports 
that they have recently bought Bene- 
zet’s ‘‘World War and what was be- 
hind it,’’ and also a book called ‘‘His- 
tory of the World War,’’ to find that 
the last is a revision of the former title, 
which was published in 1916 by Seott, 
being one of the Lake history stories. 
This is another case of selling an old 
book under a new title. 





The question once was, ‘‘What can 4 
library be?’’ Today the question 1s, 
‘‘What can a library do?’’ Formerly 
it was a question of resources, of num- 
ber of books, of wealth of material. 
Now it is rather a question of effective- 
ness, of influence on the community. 
And this is not a case of two sides of 
the same shield. The multiplication of 
books is one thing; the bringing together 
of &library and its community is al- 
other and a different thing. 

—John Colton Dana. 
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Miss McCoy’s Illness 

Librarians of the state and especially 
those who have been in attendance at 
the last two meetings of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association will be sorry to learn 
of Miss MeCoy’s serious illness from 
searlet fever which developed immedi- 
ately after her return home. . 


For a time it seemed impossible that 
she should recover and as we go to 
press she is not yet out of danger but 
there has been a slight improvement. 


Miss MeCoy has done such excellent 
work as librarian of the Indianola 
Public Library and gives promise of 
such future usefulness that her going 
would be not only a personal loss to her 
many friends but a real loss to library 
work. We all hope for her speedy 
recovery. 


Another Tribute to Mr. Dawley 


After the last number of the Quar- 
terly had gone to press, a letter was 
received from Miss Tyler containing 
an appreciation of Mr. Dawley which 
we wish to add to those already given. 


‘*My letter to you to-day had gone 
before I realized that I had said 
nothing in it regarding Mr. Dawley’s 
death. I had a genuine affection for 
Mr. Dawley. He was one of the truest, 
most unselfish men I have ever known. 
He placed the public good far above 
his own personal interests, and in his 
modest, self-effacing way, did more for 
the advancement of the library inter- 
ests of Iowa than we fully realized at 
the time. I owed very much to him 
personally in those early years, for 
his friendly helpfulness. All honor to 
his memory.’”’ 


——— 





A. L. A. Conference, 1923 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, has been 
selected as the meeting place of the 
American Library Association for 1923 
and April 23d to 28th as dates. This 
early date is made necessary by a 
southern meeting place. 
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Library News of the State 








Adel—Miss Beatrice Miller, librarian 
of the Engineers’ Library of the State 
College of Agriculture at Ames, was 
married on October 12th, to Mr. Wayne 
Barrett of Adel, where the newly mar- 
ried couple will live. 

Adel—Public Library—The library 
has now moved into its new quarters 
in the Presbyterian Church, which was 
recently purchased by the board for 
library purposes. 

Ames—State College of Agriculture 
—Mr. Charles H. Brown has been 
selected as librarian. Mr. Brown is a 
graduate of Wesleyan University, at 
Middletown, Connecticut, and of the 
New York State Library School. He 
served for seven years in the John 
Crerar Library, Chicago, and the same 
length of time in the Brooklyn Public 
Library. For the past three years he 
has been in charge of the library work 
in the U. 8. Navy. 

Ground has been broken for the new 
college library building. 

Atlantic— Miss Mary N. Adams, 
librarian, has been granted a six 
months’ leave of absence, which she is 
spending in California. Miss Gertrude 
Barnard is acting librarian while 
Miss Adams is away. 

Cedar Rapids—Miss Veda Taylor of 
Waterloo, has joined the staff of the 
publie library, as children’s librarian. 
Miss Taylor is a graduate of the St. 
Louis Library School. 

Clarinda—- Miss Ida Moseley has 
become assistant at the public library. 

Clinton— Florence O’Connell, an 
assistant in the public library for a 
number of years, was married on Octo- 
ber 20th, to Cornelius Callahan of 
Dubuque, which will be their home. 

Decorah—The building recently pur- 
chased for library use, by the library 
board, has been remodeled, a heating 
system installed, and floor covering 
put down. The upper floor will be 
occupied by the Northwestern Bell 
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Telephone Company, which will pay a 
monthly rental of $50.00. 
Davenport — Miss Gail Stubblefield, 
reference librarian, has been granted a 
three months’ leave of absence for 
travel in the South. While she is away, 
Mrs. John R. Grimsley, formerly Miss 
Adria Hutchinson of the library staff, 
will have charge of the reference work. 


Des Moines—Historical Department 
—Mrs. Elizabeth Jones, assistant libra- 
rian for a number of years, has 
resigned her position to accept one in 
the library of the National D. A. R., 
in Washington, D. C. Mrs. Jones’ 
going is a distinct loss to the genea- 
logical library work of the state. 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Miss Beatrice Snow comes from the 
Billings, Montana, public library, 
where she has served as assistant, to 
accept the position as organizer with 
the Library Commission. Miss Snow is 
a graduate of Western Reserve Library 
School, in the class of 1919. 

Mrs. M. W. Baker is filling the posi- 
tion of general assistant, newly granted 
to the commission, for the winter 
months, by the Committee on Retrench- 


ment and Reform. 

Des Moines—Public Library—The 
fifth branch has been established in the 
Odd Fellows Building on Southeast 
Sixth Street, with Miss Ora King as 
librarian. This branch, like the Fair 
Ground, is the result of the desire of 
the people of the vicinity, for library 
privileges, as shown by the petition 
sent to the library board and the co-op- 
eration given in the opening and equip- 
ment of the branch. 

Forest City—Owing to its crowded 
condition, the use of the library by 
school children is now arranged by 
grades, each grade above the 3rd hav- 
ing two afternoons each per week. The 
use of the library by adults is not lim- 
ited except by hours of opening. 

Fort Dodge—Mrs. Maud Hallock, 
member of the library board, passed 
away during the, summer, but notice 
did not come in time for earlier inelu- 
sion, and is now without details. 


Grinnell—College Library—In mem- r 
ory of their son, Larned Linn Smith, — 
who died in New Hampshire, in Auge — 
ust, 1921, Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Smith of 
Sioux City, have donated their son’s 
books to the Grinnell college library, 
The collection is composed of scien 
tifie books, largely mathematical, and — 
is to besplaced on a Linn Smith shelf — 
in the library, where it will be added 
to from year to year as a continuing” 
memorial. 

Iowa City—State University—Miss 
Grace Wormer, an assistant for a num- 
ber of years, has been appointed acting 
librarian to sueceed Miss Jane E, Rob. — 
erts, who recently resigned. 


Montezuma— Miss Ida Gordon, libra- 
rian since the opening of the Carnegie 
building, has resigned to accept a busk— 
ness position. Mrs. C. R. Clark “ 
been selected to fill the vacancy. 

Oelwein—Mr. Alfred Hanson, p 
dent of the library board, died at 
home in Oelwein, on October 20th 


Rockwell City—Mr. Ross Vontrees” 
has resigned as librarian, to engage 2 
business, and Mr. Edwin Burch, dt 
has been appointed to fill the vaeaney, — 

Storm Lake—The library has met 
with a heavy loss in the death, @ 
December 3d, of Mr. George Witte 
Mr. Witter was one of the origimahy” 
members appointed on the boar 
eighteen years ago, when funds 
secured from the Carnegie Corporation, 
for a library building. He was always” 
faithful to his trust and a regular 
attendant at the board meetings 
having missed a meeting in four ye 
(and meetings are held regularly eve ; 
month). On the day of his funeral 
the library and business houses 
closed. 
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BOOK AND PERIODICAL 
EXCHANGE 


The Oelwein Publie Library has four” 
volumes of Wilson’s ‘‘History of t8@7 
American People’’ for exchange. 
those interested, write direct to Mi 
Elizabeth Gleason, librarian? mn 
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